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Early childhood development experts are discovering more and more about brain development during the early childhood years. Experts and researchers agree that nurturing, development stimulation and teaching are key components to assuring each child is ready to learn academic skills as they enter primary education. OSU-Cascades’ program supports early childhood educators with a degree in Human Development and Family Studies focusing on Early Childhood Education (ECE). 

If you enjoy working with children, families, schools and communities, and want to see children progress in development in positive environments, then our ECE program may be for you. Our program provides a broad based education in family issues and development across the lifespan, early childhood development, education and curriculum development, program development and classroom management techniques, and policy development in order to enhance children and family services within our society.
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The HDFS-ECDE curriculum is an undergraduate degree offered by OSU Cascades Campus. Coursework includes baccalaureate core courses and introductory lower division courses in ECE offered through Central Oregon Community College (COCC) and advanced theory and application courses at the upper division level through OSU Cascades. The program also includes 16 credits of practicum experience across early childhood years from birth to age eight. 
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HDFS-ECDE graduates work as early childhood educators and advocates in a wide variety of positions, depending on their study focus and interests. With further study into Master’s degree programs, graduates can earn their teaching credential qualifying them for teaching in primary grades in public schools or continue on to other graduate programs focusing on young children, such as early intervention or childhood development. Many graduates work in model preschool programs, develop programs for young children within communities and work with children with special needs.

HDFS Curriculum 


HDFS Core 

Psychology (HDFS 311, HDFS 313, and HDFS 314) 

Human Sexuality (HHP 231) 

Family Development (HDFS 341) 

HDFS Professional Experience  

Speech (SP 218 or Comm 318) 

Writing (WR 227 or WR 327) 

HDFS (HDFS 360, 361, 461, 462) 

Early Childhood Core 

Education (ED 140 and ED 250) 

HDFS (HDFS 330*, 331, 430, 431, 432, 410) 

Additional Requirements 

Human Nutrition (FN 225) 

Math (MTH 211, 212, 213** and Math 243 and Math 244 or Stat 201 and Stat 209) 

Psychology (201, 202) 

Sociology (SOC 201)

Writing (WR 227 or WR 327)  


OSU Baccalaureate Core/Electives 

See OSU-Cascades and COCC catalogs for a complete listing of courses that fulfill general education requirements. 

*HDFS 330 requires a clear background check from the Criminal History Registry with Child Care Division or fingerprints in order to participate in the mandatory early childhood classroom observation component of the course.
**Math 213 is not required but strongly recommended for anyone going on to Masters in Education Program.
Contacts at OSU-Cascades 

Dennis Lynn, PhD, Program Lead

Human Development and Family Sciences, Oregon State University-Cascades Campus 

Ph: 541-322-3144

Email: dennis.lynn@osucascades.edu 
OSU-Cascades Admissions 

For applications, Financial Aid, OSU-Cascades Scholarships, Campus Tours and General Information 

Ph: 541-322-3100 

Email: cascades.campus@osucascades.edu 

OSU-Cascades – You Can Have It All  
At OSU-Cascades, located in Bend, Oregon, students have a unique opportunity to sample the best of higher education in Oregon. Its unique mission is to collaborate with nine universities and colleges to offer  in-demand bachelor’s and master’s degree programs on a single campus. Students admitted to OSU-Cascades take lower division classes from Central Oregon Community College. Then, when they’re ready for upper division classes, they seamlessly transition into the university offering their degree without ever leaving Central Oregon. 

Students will find a personal approach to academics, including high-quality advising, smaller classes and creative course delivery that includes one-on-one learning with a world-class faculty. OSU-Cascades fosters an environment that incorporates community, culture, the arts and the unmatched beauty and recreation of Central Oregon into the learning experience.
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Degree Requirements 180 Total Credits 


HDFS Core 			(15 Credits)


Professional Experience		(22 Credits) 


Early Childhood Core		(31 Credits) 


Additional Major Requirements	(25 Credits)


HDFS Electives			(15 Credits)


OSU Baccalaureate Core		(48 Credits)


Electives			(24 Credits)
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